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(57) Abstract: A linear drive system for reversibly operating a wheelchair ramp or other mobility access device is provided. The 
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^ or portion thereof The actuator, which may be a hydraulic cylinder, electric actuator or the like, has a linearly moving arm that 
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[5> gear for pivoting about the shaft to deploy and stow the access device. 
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b. format of material 
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c. time of filing/furnishing 




1 1 contained in international application as filed. 




O filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 


1 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 
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Inventive step (IS) 
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Claims 1-34 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 1-34 




Claims NONE 
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2. Citations and explanations: 

Claims 1-6, 10-25, and 29-34 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Fontecchio (US 4,909,700). 

Re claims 1-6, 10-25, and 29-34, Fontecchio teaches a wheels chair ramp with a linear actuator 100, gear rack 86, complimentary gear 

56 and linkages 80,78. ~ ' e 

Claims 1-34 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Fontecchio (US 4,909,700). 

Re claims 7-9,26-28, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified 
Fontecchio to have the gear rack be any shape desired in order to get the necessary spacing and travel paths to make the gears mesh 
correctly. 



Claims 1-34 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), and thus have industrial applicability because the subject matter claimed can 
be made or used in industry. 
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